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India-UAE advance discussions on market access, data
exchange and FTA roadmap

India and the United Arab Emirates have stepped up 
discussions on trade, market access, data exchange, and other 
key aspects of their Comprehensive Economic Partnership 

Agreement (CEPA), the Commerce Ministry said.

 �e talks took place during a meeting of the Joint Commi�ee 
under the India UAE CEPA, a framework similar to a free trade 

agreement (FTA). "�e two sides conducted a comprehensive 
review of progress under CEPA and detailed discussions were 
held on market access issues, data sharing, allocation of Gold 
TRQ (tariff rate quota), anti-dumping ma�ers, services, Rules of 
Origin, BIS licensing," the ministry said.
 During the meeting, the Indian delegation briefed the UAE 
on its recent decision to allocate the Gold TRQ through a 
transparent competitive bidding process. �e two sides also 
discussed enhancing regulatory cooperation in pharmaceuticals, 
resolving issues related to Certi�cates of Origin, and �nalizing a 
Memorandum of Understanding on Food Safety and Technical 
Requirements between India’s Agricultural and Processed Food 
Products Export Development Authority (APEDA) and the 
UAE’s Ministry of Climate Change and Environment. Bilateral 
trade between India and the UAE crossed $100 billion in 2024-
25, marking a 19.6% increase over the previous year. �e two 
countries have set a target to raise non-oil and non-precious metal 
trade to $100 billion by 2030.

Panipat gets Delhi IIT's green textile tech

The Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Delhi–led Atal 
Centre of Textile Recycling and Sustainability has 
transferred multiple technologies to industry partners 

for recycling aramid waste, technical gloves and the national �ag. 

 �e Centre also unveiled technology for the recycling of 
synthetic national �ags and a scienti�c model during an event 
organized in Panipat by the Punjab, Haryana and Delhi Chamber 
of  Commerce and Industry (PHDCCI). According to an official 
statement, the innovation has been formally transferred to the 
Sewaj Neesim Foundation, led by Maj. Gen. Ashim Kohli (Retd.), 
which is spearheading a nationwide initiative for the digni�ed 
recycling of retired national �ags. In addition, the Centre has 
developed methods for handling and rec ycling high-
performance aramid waste, a critical material used in defence, 
aerospace and protective textiles.

 Mr. Ashok Malhotra, Mission Director of the National 
Technical Textiles Mission, said,  “With pioneering contributions 
from IIT Delhi’s advanced research in textile recycling and 
sustainability, the mission empowers startups and industries to 
promote indigenization, circular economy principles, and 
cu�ing-edge manufacturing.”
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